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Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS § 405.502 

with respect to Part B claims. Section 
1842(h) sets forth the requirements for 
a physician or supplier to voluntarily 
enter into an agreement with the Sec-
retary to become a participating physi-
cian or supplier. Section 1842(i) sets 
forth the provisions for the payment of 
Part B claims. Section 1848 establishes 
a fee schedule for payment of physician 
services. Section 1861(b) sets forth the 
inpatient hospital services covered by 
the Medicare program. Section 1861(s) 
sets forth medical and other health 
services covered by the Medicare pro-
gram. Section 1861(v) sets forth the 
general authority under which CMS 
may establish limits on provider costs 
recognized as reasonable in deter-
mining Medicare program payments. 
Section 1861(aa) sets forth the rural 
health clinic services and Federally 
qualified health center services covered 
by the Medicare program. Section 
1861(jj) defines the term ‘‘covered 
osteoporosis drug.’’ Section 1862(a)(14) 
lists services that are excluded from 
coverage. Section 1866(a) specifies the 
terms for provider agreements. Section 
1881 authorizes special rules for the 
coverage of and payment for services 
furnished to patients with end-stage 
renal disease. Section 1886 sets forth 
the requirements for payment to hos-
pitals for inpatient hospital services. 
Section 1887 sets forth requirements for 
payment of provider-based physicians 
and payment under certain percentage 
arrangements. Section 1889 provides for 
Medicare and Medigap information by 
telephone. 

[60 FR 63175, Dec. 8, 1995] 

§ 405.501 Determination of reasonable 
charges. 

(a) Except as specified in paragraphs 
(b), (c), and (d) of this section, Medi-
care pays no more for Part B medical 
and other health services than the 
‘‘reasonable charge’’ for such service. 
The reasonable charge is determined by 
the carriers (subject to any deductible 
and coinsurance amounts as specified 
in §§ 410.152 and 410.160 of this chapter). 

(b) Part B of Medicare pays on the 
basis of ‘‘reasonable cost’’ (see part 413 
of this chapter) for certain institu-
tional services, certain services fur-
nished under arrangements with insti-
tutions, and services furnished by enti-

ties that elect to be paid on a cost 
basis (including health maintenance 
organizations, rural health clinics, 
Federally qualified health centers and 
end-stage renal disease facilities). 

(c) Carriers will determine the rea-
sonable charge on the basis of the cri-
teria specified in § 405.502, and the cus-
tomary and prevailing charge screens 
in effect when the service was fur-
nished. (Also see §§ 415.55 through 415.70 
and §§ 415.100 through 415.130 of this 
chapter, which pertain to the deter-
mination of reimbursement for services 
performed by hospital-based physi-
cians.) However, when services are fur-
nished more than 12 months before the 
beginning of the fee screen year (Janu-
ary 1 through December 30) in which a 
request for payment is made, payment 
is based on the customary and pre-
vailing charge screens in effect for the 
fee screen year that ends immediately 
preceding the fee screen year in which 
the claim or request for payment is 
made. 

(d) Payment under Medicare Part B 
for durable medical equipment and 
prosthetic and orthotic devices is de-
termined in accordance with the provi-
sions of subpart D of part 414 of this 
chapter. 

[47 FR 63274, Dec. 31, 1981, as amended at 51 
FR 34978, Oct. 1, 1986; 51 FR 37911, Oct. 27, 
1986; 54 FR 9003, Mar. 2, 1989; 57 FR 24975, 
June 12, 1992; 57 FR 33896, July 31, 1992; 57 FR 
57688, Dec. 7, 1992; 60 FR 63176, Dec. 8, 1995] 

§ 405.502 Criteria for determining rea-
sonable charges. 

(a) Criteria. The law allows for flexi-
bility in the determination of reason-
able charges to accommodate reim-
bursement to the various ways in 
which health services are furnished and 
charged for. The criteria for deter-
mining what charges are reasonable in-
clude: 

(1) The customary charges for similar 
services generally made by the physi-
cian or other person furnishing such 
services. 

(2) The prevailing charges in the lo-
cality for similar services. 

(3) In the case of physicians’ services, 
the prevailing charges adjusted to re-
flect economic changes as provided 
under § 405.504 of this subpart. 
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